
NR6 | Natural Resources Magazine | July/August 2010

Natural Resources
Publisher’s Message

am an optimist, and proud
of it. I may be a publisher,
but I’m not of the breed

which amplifies disaster for
dramatic effect or monetary
gain. I prefer to celebrate
success, and to share stories
where adversity is overcome. My
glass is always at least half full. I
determinedly walk through life
with a whistle and a smile.
Regardless how bad the news of
the moment may be, I know that
things could always be worse,
and that tomorrow will surely be
much better than today. But even
I, confessed Pollyanna that I am,
have had some difficulty seeing
the bright side of the oil spill in
the Gulf of Mexico.

For months now, we have
been inundated with daily

rations of doom and gloom. A
massive explosion. Eleven
people dead. The continuous
failed attempts to cap the
sprung well. A widening gyre
of spewed oil. Coastlines
and wetlands threatened.
Fragile ecosystems under siege.
Growing hostility and demands
for immediate resolution. And
only the bleakest prognostica-
tion for remediation. I admit
that the silver lining is exces-
sively thin on this one, but I am
an optimist and I refuse to join
the hopeless herd.

Yet, I am also a realist. I
readily admit that I see no good
whatsoever in the tragedy. It
is a disaster of almost incom-
prehensible proportions, and I
join with the company, its

employees and indeed every
sentient being on the entire
planet in mourning the loss of
life – both human and other.
No, there is nothing positive to
be found in the spill itself – but
there will be in our collective
response to this unprecedented
event.

If you believe Newton’s law
of motion, for every action,
there is an equal and opposite
reaction. Though it has not yet
become fully evident, I see a
growing groundswell dedicated
to counteracting this catas-
trophe, and preventing a similar
event from ever occurring
again. There are countless scien-
tists and billions of dollars
committed to spill prevention
and leak containment, to

This too shall pass

I
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Rates are per room, per night, based on availability, not available for groups of 10 or more rooms.

A REFRESHING BREAK
FROM YOUR BUSINESS
ROUTINE.

Break away from the regular
business travel routine when
you stay at Courtyard by Marriott
St. John's. With the right mix of
services around you, you’ll find
everything you need to relax and
re-energize.

To reserve your room,
call 709.722.6636,
or visit courtyard.com.

Newfoundland & Labrador’s Main Load Testing Facility

www.namss.ca

Leading distributor and solutions provider
for rigging and lifting applications.

8 Hallett Cresent, St. John’s, NL
37 Fisher Street, Port au Choix, NL
Toll Free: 1.877.738.6401
Tel: 709.738.6401
Fax: 709.738.6404
info@namss.ca

Ron Coady, managing director, Jamie Connors
and Lucy Viscount, sales managers in the
offshore rigging department.

Whether it’s an innovative sling solution through our authorized SlingMax Rigging team, or
customized application, we’re the best in the business. Experts in inspections, proof testing,
certifications, maintenance, and repairs. If it is important for you to have durable, innovative
and safe rigging products, then NAMSS has your solution.

North Atlantic Marine
Supplies & Services Inc. (NAMSS)

wildlife protection and environ-
mental remediation, to new tech-
nologies and more effective safe-
guards. Piece by piece, and step by
step, these things are already
making themselves known. Mark
my words: we will see much more
of the same in the weeks, months
and years to come.

History shows that events such
as these are often responsible for
momentous advances in human
knowledge. I do not celebrate the
oil spill, but I do look forward to
the enhanced pool of wisdom that
is sure to come. The price we’ve
paid is too dear for it to be other-
wise.

V21N4 2010:V20N3 2009  6/15/10  4:50 PM  Page NR7


